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lands swept by the Atlantic winds. They were bluff,
hearty men incapable of petty intrigue. And this,
while it enabled them to weather great constitutional
changes, sometimes made them the victims of
administrative politics.
Characteristic of the family was Dominique de
Lesseps, ennobled by Louis XVI in reward for faithful
service in the department of Foreign Affairs. His
patriotism and sincerity secured for him in old age
membership of the Constituent Assembly. He came
unscathed through the Terror, refusing to fly the
country that he loved, and survived to see the more
settled conditions under the Convention.
In the next generation there were the brothers
Mathieu and Barthelemy de Lesseps ready to enter
upon what seemed to have become the family career.
They were fortunate in their age. The conquests of
Napoleon were extending the sphere of French
influence not only to the farthest limits of Europe, but
also into Africa and Asia.
Barthelemy had been the sole survivor of La
Pe*rouse's fatal expedition which had reached the
utmost confines of Asia, When that indomitable
navigator decided to send one of his party overland
with messages to Versailles his choice fell on De Lesseps,
who had impressed him with his sterling qualities, and
who was well acquainted with the Russian language.
Barthelemy left Kamchatka in 1787, and trekked with
a dog team across the icy wastes of Siberia, reaching
his destination eventually after an amazing journey of
eighteen hundred leagues. Louis XVI received him on
his arrival and listened eagerly to his strange story.